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International Indigencus Youth Conference 2005
Strengthening Solidarity amoryg Indigencus Youth in Bsgerting Indigenous
Pecplss Rights amidst Globalization

“Imligerrs vouth inherit the regpmaiklity to protect aml reserne their oaditios]l Iands,
mesnuraes and sacred eites v Wiich their culbural eritage and idebity is based.”
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vadkh in asserting Indigenous peoples” righbs amddel globalizabior® ‘at the seoond
Irterrebioral Indiceroas Youtbh Soferars in 2005,
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TheMidwinter
Harvest Food [
Program Jfa
Flanting Seeds of Jf ;
Lelf-Determination
& Decalonization

It sue oollis

Tt alicst ooes withot ssying that T
hreger,  malmurishmest, dia- g
bebes, adebardard housing and
First Mebioe comantiss, 1k is the doldren
of these commuadties thet besr the brut of
Erese 1M @l oacs ab aifstarial by oeester
rigk than those of the oeeml popalation,
Sricick 15 the leschitey comss of deech £ Aooricnrals
in Canaks etwesn the ages of 10 &l 44, The chaoes
thet a 16 yeer cld Ereaty Indisn boy will wird op in prison ab least onoe Dy a0 25 is 708,
vhile likelihyd of the sae for a mm-rative yoxh is 8k, Fecet child welfare lagpi=laion [in
the povinee of ntardo]l Fes trasiated io the ranowal of litemally thousstks of Grildean,
mery errhirgy up in foster hmes thousarks of moles from their famlies, comnrnties ard
wlire, Naw defindtioe hewe meas thel In most First Metione oomamibies, all children can
row e declared ab risk ad are sabjat o removal, IE is rob ucomnon B0 e ertire famdi-
lise of diildren soper] from thesr bads at for of foe o'clod in the mooonng and ey
Fortherm commuriities are left to edst, virmelly dhildless, Trhe pain ad hevoo such lagisla-
biern legres in its wake cErot ewr begin b be gertified.

Midwinter Harvest emerged in regoorse to this oppdng orisls, Deing food, ad the Credh -
tigel patbices ararnd its hanestito ad provisim as a ool podnt, Midwitdsr HRresst
edars its reach ard influenoe {nbe the wider social, policical ad eooomic reede of Firsk
Mkl ammrnbies.  As oA cpassroobs irnbiative, we bene denarptrated] a8 cgabnliby of
axonrsging a saee of pride and pupoes in ooy yvorg people in comanmdbies across the
movinee where tere was e, We eliewe thet bops, ide, purpese ad e belief inae's
gnlity to et arirdd osr e o e lifs ares the axrersaaes from which concrde srstegiss
oan develer o begin B0 restore bealith ad talanoe bo 1iwes doked in grief ad dece. Weae
copnzmt of the experieces of comuibies like Falrewake [Mobesdkc Mation] wfo saw a
markad tum arord in elcide mies, depression and apethy Imediately following the clo-
are cf the Mercier Bricde ayd babtle with police in 1990 [dorirgy che "Oe Crisis"] . We oper-
ats urkr the same principle in Tvendinema [Mohawik Nation] and regist af=ice inberwention
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No Borders

No Natians

The No One Is
Ilegal campaign

Print by Rind Templeton

The Mo e I3 Illsgl Carpaion b toether activists in defanse of the rights of imm -
cpats, refepes ayd First Netioe Paoples, Omifroing a aolomial sysbem halt on the dis-
roesesEdm ard gerncide of indigennis peales and acist aki- immiorat laws, we maintain
thet thereare o illagl hmen eings, only ithrane laws @l illemgl states, The vy basis
o laEhrgyatire amnrnbies as "1lleml alise”, “wrrinmrented, o "stabus IDhaet” aams
tmareate an apertheid syatem of win has the right to digrity = el ihoe] and wio doss
rok ard we redect any oovenrEnks right B0 grark stabus,

Cur EElgn asserts a Clesr Hnk bebwesn capitalist gldmlizmcion ad the displassmat of
perpiles from the Third Woerld, wo are tlesirn persecation,  poserty & oppression
hocoording To the ™, 1650 million peple moe aoroes reldonal borders ewery wear), This
migration is caused by the saee foroes of oolonialism which has caused the displacement, of
irrigeEass pecples.

Cirgcham 1Ak ien prodicies senee b arrEnluiats Borbress Meeth Mrerica, sy free brace
to open borders to cepdtal,, whils eplodting che people wieee free monemert it requlates, W2
mefact the "War o Tarorisy® ad iks raoist mwificatioe ard rejedt those gpologists wo
claim that arh policies ke Morth Amerika more e,

W edraeple for e rige for peples to padrtadn thedr Ioelitoode ad resist displacanet.
Mational gmermments carmoh determing who 15 allowsd to none and urder what oxli-
brrE. B soon, we raEt et

crmrast approaches bo "iprovormt Caradats umadgakiomn syskbem
that et the cnlonal omtrol and admrestvsbion of the termitoey am thar rely oo distirr-
tiore bebwesn ®oood immdgrarte” ad "bad® or "udesirable” cnes
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orixrdl of the ards firmnces and the sdnl where N0 shidees were arclls] wee ol o
Cloae a8 a resalt,. Degpite the facr that Pilkargikam bed a clesr firercial acdit, had rever pur
a ot ard had in fat posted a madest sephs, the A oaefarad tal oned Eom the
mmmity's electerd] leadership b0 &8 non-nacive private bsiress oeerating in Southesm
Crbaran.

Whert the commmikty refimsd to sdmit b this of fensive ad rorseneical state of af faiE, the
Grrvermmert of Carerds stopred all funds bo the Firvet Nation inan apparat stteapt to liter -
ally gare tham ok, Alrsady living in the micdst of crisis and a sacide apidamic, Chief (il
asey] by assistarre from Tyarhreep. I regpose we bragit a beload of wodth fron
Hlangikhm to Torors, Joined by obher oomenities throoghout Okario, a theese-day gath-
ering was eld on the lawn of the Provircial Tegislabee, degeite repeated atbtempts Dy the
Soemmed and police bo soop it 1t woeld appesr that the et prossd significas in the
liws of these voug paople.  Tom thedr retum bome, the sdcides that bad devastated the
crmmmnnity came bo an abrmpt ard sssorgly orciusive ad. Sweh a bon of evers may be
Af Haile e the non-rative ponulation o udsstad. I gxs e oo agin, to fiding the
WS o oandanoe peorle thet Teee the abdliby B0 oesert aobrcd oser thedr 1iws, B Hhese
vourg pecpls aming all the way o Toronto and staring down more pmlice than theyr waild

teve in the enbireregion of thedr mome irstilled ooursge ad pride in chensalves and thedr
tostomiss thak 15 watanrasle ay obber wny

Beatually the moots ruled that the Gowermment of Corada bad grestly owversberped ibs

athorty in imposirng an Inmdbian Ager to cotrol the End's firmees g rebumed that

mesprEibi Ty to the aletted ool

Harwest House Oxmstruction: This summer
we ook anccher step towards irncreasing oo
mpecity o ervest, prooess ard disteibabe food
with the onsnaim af the ‘Harsest Hoss ' In
far, this will ke a series of huildives: 3 met

arrl tish prorssssmrn faos by, a shorace o dhs
trihtim carre fov wedan, fish ad weoeta-
bles theb will be casily aooessible o oomrdby
members and ocommmity meetbing and educa-
ticral oabrae.  SaM 8 sE0e 18 mrestan on
He resere oomracly ad would proncdk a
fixm for Smpoerent in the political amd
social 1smes facary our anmrnty ad Matiem, Inoadncoienm, A cerire that would aliowr for
grester dmolangrs In o ErdEs, hanesting ad otber proEds will andts a greatss
awaraese of hlesk cuitural teachinge and tradirional prackios,
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